
 

Advent Schedule 
 

December 1, 5:00 p.m. – Handel’s Messiah Concert 
 

December 2, 9:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and noon - 1:00 p.m.  - Alternative Giving Fair 
 

December 9, 3:00 p.m. – Holiday Organ Concert 
 

December 14, 7:30 p.m. – Festival of Lessons and Carols 
 

Sundays in Advent (December 2, 9, 16, 23) 

8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. -Traditional Worship 

December 23 – “Christmas at Williamsburg” featuring WUMC choirs (both services) 
 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

5:30 p.m.  Family Worship and Children’s Pageant 

8:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m.  Informal Worship 
 

 

*All events are free.  Childcare is available for all Sunday services, Messiah concert, and the 5:30 and 8 p.m. Christmas Eve services* 
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Simply Moments of Christmas 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

I am not a fan of Black Friday, the official start of the Christmas shopping frenzy that begins the day 
after Thanksgiving (or Thanksgiving evening this year as some stores opened as early as 8:00 p.m.). On one 
Black Friday, a few years ago, I decided to venture out into the morass only as an observer. What I observed 
was what I expected to see. The lines were long and you could see the anxiety on shoppers’ faces. Some 
were talking on cell phones, conversing with loved ones someplace else in the mall who were also looking for 
great deals. There was some pushing and shoving and some unkind words as people pressed toward the 
cash registers. In addition, finding a parking place was next to impossible. People were in a hurry and I ob-
served many near misses. It was a day that was shoulder to shoulder and bumper to bumper. Instead of 
kindness and cooperation, there was despair and hopelessness. I thought to myself, if Jesus is ready to come 
and end this insanity, this would be a good day to do it. How easy it is to be distracted by the cares of the 
world around us. The world clamors for our attention and that clamor makes it easy to miss the simple things 
of Christmas.  

A man and a woman were standing on the corner of 5th Avenue and 
57th Street in New York City. It was Christmastime and the Christmas 
rush was going on in full force before their very eyes. They were waiting 
for the traffic light to change. The man was obviously irritated by the 
crowds and the hubbub and the traffic. In frustration, he growled, “This 
town is totally disorganized. Look at this traffic! It’s terrible! Awful! 
Something ought to be done about it. It’s just ridiculous! (Obviously, he’s 
never been to Hampton Roads. But that’s another story.) The woman on 
the other hand, had a different view altogether. She responded to his 

outburst by saying, You know when you really stop to think about it, it’s not ridiculous at all. It’s astonishing! 
It’s amazing! The romance of it is extraordinary! There was a baby born in a peasant family in a little out-of-
the way village, halfway around the world from here. The parents had no money, no clout, no prestige, no 
social standing, yet two thousand years later their little baby creates a traffic jam on 5th Avenue, one of the 
most sophisticated streets in the world. This irritates you? It should fascinate you! It should amaze you! 

Now there’s someone who gets it; who knows what Christmas is all about! The God who made the 
universe, the One who set the moon and stars in place, the One who breathed into us the breath of life came 
to earth in the form of a little baby to visit and redeem his people. Every time we celebrate Christmas we are 
repeating the drama of salvation. And we ought to be amazed!  

How, then, do we turn this hurried and frantic season into of one amazement and joy? Too often we 
make the Christmas season into a time where we allow ourselves to be distracted from the true meaning of 
Christmas. Perhaps we ought to set some goals for Christmas; I want my Christmas to be simple and joyful:  

I will do this by removing… 

I will make it special by keeping… 

I will celebrate and enlarge a simple family tradition(s) by… 

Christmas would not be Christmas if I do not… 

Keep the list short and easy. Keep the list full of things you are not driven to do but look 
forward to doing. If you do not want to spend a whole day or evening decorating the house, 
then do a little bit at a time and enjoy it. If you do not want to spend a whole day in the 
kitchen, make one thing for Christmas each day for a week and enjoy getting ready. Keeping 
things simple can be a joy and it can spread to everything we do.  

God has promised to be with us always through his Son Jesus Christ. Each year at 
Christmas that promise is renewed in the celebration of Christ’s birth – a gift to each of us. 
If you let quiet moments of joy be your charter for this Christmas season, don’t be sur-
prised if the newborn Christ is newly born in your heart. 



 

Thoughts from Allie 

Maybe I’m too young to be cynical, but lately I’ve found myself groaning as I’ve started to 
see Christmas commercials on TV.  I actually love the holiday season, commercial crassness 
and all.  But I also think it is a constant struggle to find spiritual meaning amidst the chaos of 
shopping and wrapping and cooking and getting together and listening to 37 different versions 
of Sleigh Ride on the radio. 

Last year, on Christmas Eve morning, I went to Aromas to finish my sermon for the next 
day, and then I walked around Colonial Williamsburg for a while.  There were a lot of people 
out, more than I expected.  But it was a quiet morning for me.  I watched those people, in all 
their human glory, with their coffee cups and tourist maps and dressed-up dogs and toy mus-
kets, and remembered that Christmas was about God, in Jesus, joining us in all of this.  That 
Christmas Eve morning walk was a holy moment in the midst of the chaos of the season. 

Another thing I remember from last year was something I read in Adam Hamilton’s The 
Journey, which we did as a church-wide Advent study.  Rev. Hamilton wrote that each year, 
he challenged the members of his church to give as much to their Christmas Eve offering as 
they spent on presents for their own families.  The money from their Christmas Eve offering 
would go to local and global mission efforts, things that would help people around their com-
munity and around the world remember that God was present with them just as we proclaim 
each Christmas.  I thought that sounded like another great way to find some holiness amidst 
the chaos and commercialism of the season. 

So this year, I issue that challenge to you, too.  Each year, we collect an Advent offering 
that is distributed among ministries selected by our Global and Local outreach committees.  
You can read more about this year’s recipients elsewhere in this newsletter.  This year, I 
challenge you to give as much to our Advent offering as you spend on Christmas 
presents for your family.   

I commit to do the same, of course, and several members of Local and Global Outreach 
have already made that commitment with me. 

When I asked the committee members to make this commitment with me, some questions 
did come up.  Who is my family? was one.  (Sounds like the lead-in to a parable, doesn’t it?)  
Maybe you live alone, or it’s just you and your spouse, but you also buy presents for grand-
children.  Who counts as family for the purposes of this challenge?  That’s up to you.  I care 
more about the spirit of the challenge than the rules.  I can say that I live alone, and will do-
nate an amount equal to or greater than what I spend on my parents, brother, and one or two 
close friends. 

Does only the Advent offering count, or can I count what I give to outside organizations, 
too?  was another question.  Again, that’s up to you—it’s about the spirit, not the rules.  But I 
can say that the recipients of our Advent offerings are always carefully selected and worthy 
ways to show the incarnational love of God to others in our community and world! 

There is holiness in the midst of chaos, during the holiday season and all the time.  This is 
one way to remember that and live it out.  It may sound cliché, but Christmas isn’t about pre-
sents.  It’s about God being present with us, and it’s about us being present with each other.  
I challenge you to keep that in mind this Advent as you spend your time and as you spend 
your money.  Some great ministries will be better off for it, and hopefully, your Christmas will 
too. 



 

Advent Season Events 

14th Annual Messiah 
Saturday, December 1 at 5:00 p.m. at WUMC 

This year WUMC organist Tom Marshall will play 
Voluntary in F major by John Stanley and So-
nata for a Musical Clock by Handel as a special 
prelude.  The Handel Chamber Orchestra will pre-
sent for the first time Handel’s “Water Music,” suite 
#2 in D major featuring French horn players 
Marlene Ford and Jeff Warren.  In addition to 
our 150-voice massed choir representing about 40 
churches from throughout the region, this year’s 
soloists include Laura Strickling, soprano, Bekah 
Hughes Davis, alto, Ken Wood, tenor, and Jim 

Weaver, bass. Orchestra and 
chorus are conducted by 
Richard Sowers, WUMC Di-
rector of Music Ministries. 
Admission is free. A portion 

of the loose-plate of-
fering will be donated 
to local charities.  

December 2 

Alternative Giving  

Fair 2012 

From
  

    W
U

M
C 

 
9:15 a.m. 

to 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Noon 

to 
1:00 p.m. 

An Advent Study for Adults 
There is still time to join a Sunday School class 

(9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.) and participate in a special 
advent study, “A Different Kind of Christmas” by 
Michael Slaughter.  This study, based on the popu-
lar book, “Christmas is Not Your Birthday,”  will em-
power you to reclaim the broader missional mean-
ing of Jesus’ birth and experience a Christmas sea-
son with true peace and joy.   

Adult classes participating are:   

Advent for Children 
In children’s Sunday School, our advent theme 

is, “Under the Tree.”  As we focus on the birth of 
Jesus, we will be guided by our key verse:  “The 
Savior . . . has been born today in Bethle-
hem!”  (Luke 2:11)  We begin each Sunday at 9:30 

am with our large group ex-
perience in room 303.  Don’t 
be late – you never know 

what will be happening 
as we dig into 
the Bible story 
each week! 

For information on any of our Sunday School 
experiences, contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771. 

Bishop McKendree 
(Room 102) 

 

The Gathering 
(Room 158) 

 

Searchers 
(Room 171) 



 

The College of 
William & Mary 

Festival of 
Lessons & Carols 

 

December 14, 7:30 p.m.  

Advent Season Events 

Shoes for Angels 
The WUMC congregation has always 
responded with generosity for The  

Salvation Army Angel Tree shoe  
collection. This year there will be a 

bin marked to collect these shoes 
through December 9. The Angel Tree 

program was created by the  
Salvation Army in 1979 for families 
needing help with clothing and toys 
for Christmas. Our participation will 
be to collect new shoes as gifts for 

children from infant to age 12.  

Youthful styles in adult sizes are 
needed for many 11 and 12 year old 
children. All sizes are appreciated! 
Thank you for making this needed 

donation so successful each year. 

Make an  
Advent Wreath 

Come and join the Family Ties 
Sunday School class on Sunday, December 2 in 
room 309 to make an advent wreath for your fam-
ily.  All supplies will be provided, but if you have a 
candle holder from previous years, please bring it 
for reuse. 

“Get Organ-ized for  
Christmas” Concert 

 

Featuring Thomas Marshall 
 

Offering to benefit Respite Care* 
 

Sunday, December 9, 2012 
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

WUMC Sanctuary 
 

Come early and view the “memories on display” 
artwork and story cards created by our participants, 

in the Atrium. 
 

 

*Respite Care offers a supportive, social 
weekday afternoon enrichment program for adults 
with special needs, while providing a “gift of time” 

to their caregivers. 
 

For more information on the concert or 
Respite Care, call 229-1771. 



 

Thank You 
    A very heartfelt  “thank you” on 
behalf of the Watson family to the 
wonderful congregation at WUMC   
for all of the support, cards and 
phone calls at the time of my dad’s 
death.  Special thanks to the CARE 
committee and the Bishop McKen-
dree Sunday School class for the 
beautiful reception.  This is just one 
more reason that on the recent 
cards we filled out about “What I 
Love Most About My Church,” we 
put  THE PEOPLE. 

 – George and Connie Watson 

Thank You 
Our deepest and most heartfelt thanks to the 

“angel” who found a very sentimental piece of jew-
elry (which was lost on Thanksgiving Day of 2011) 
and turned it into the church office sometime this 
year.   

May God bless you always with his love. 

 Bill and Donna Herman 

FISH: 

FISH is a volunteer agency that provides emergency help to residents of the 
Greater Williamsburg Area.  FISH depends entirely upon a caring community for food, 
clothing and cash donations.  Our church collects food and clothes for FISH on a regu-
lar basis, and a number of our members volunteer their time at their facility in the His-
toric Triangle Community Building.  In 2011 FISH provided services to 7,595 clients --- 
that’s 113,925 meals, plus clothes.  Through October 2012 they have already served 
7,105 clients. 

 

LACKEY FREE CLINIC: 

Lackey Free Clinic on Old Williamsburg Road in Yorktown is a faith-
based clinic that provides medical, dental and surgical care to unin-
sured, indigent patients at no cost.  Lackey Free Clinic serves the popu-
lation on the east end of the Greater Williamsburg area.  In 2011 they 
provided services for 11,208 patient visits and filled 32,347 prescrip-
tions. 
 

COMMUNITY OF FAITH MISSION: 

Community of Faith Mission is a faith-based, non-governmental low barrier 
emergency shelter run by volunteers who provide shelter and food on a weekly 
basis from November through March for men, women, and families who are 
homeless in the Greater Williamsburg area.  WUMC will host the shelter the 
week of January 19-26.  This offering will pay for expenses incurred by our 
church for our shelter week.  The remainder will go to the Community of Faith 
Mission for administrative and supply expenses. 

2012 Advent Offerings - Local Outreach Beneficiaries: 



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 

call (229-1771). 

UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES: 
     UMFS (United Methodist Family Services) is a network of services that enable chil-
dren and families to realize their hopes for the future through support schools, foster 
programs, family counseling and a network of programs to assist struggling fami-
lies.  They have moved with the times to address current and critical needs of chil-
dren, youth and families. 

 

 LATVIA VITAMIN REGIMEN PROGRAM: 

Harsh economic conditions in post-soviet Latvia (on the Baltic Sea) result in many 
citizens there surviving the difficult winters on a diet of only potatoes. Many nutrition-
related illnesses emerge in late winter as a result with the young and the elderly particu-
larly at risk. In recent years generous Methodists have provided a winter regimen of vita-
mins to people in need in Latvia. Health officials there are singing the praises of the im-
proved health of the people fortunate enough to receive such a gift, and of a connected 
body of people so willing to help. 

 

CAROLINA HONDURAS HEALTH FOUNDATION: 
 CHHF maintains a clinic in a remote area of Honduras along the Mosquito Coast. Prior to the establish-
ment of the Foundation in 1995, these people had no regular medical care. Now the clinic is staffed every 
other week by volunteer medical teams who pay their own expenses and 
also purchase needed medications for the pharmacy.  Because the closest 
medical care is approximately one hour’s drive from the village, and be-
cause most of the people cannot afford medical care, this free clinic has 
become a life-line for the poor.  By providing health care to those in 
need, volunteers are doing God’s work and sharing His love.  Many teams 
working at the clinic also provide Christian outreach in the commu-
nity.  One portion of the Honduran Mission team sent from WUMC in 
March will staff CHHF for a week. 
 

Hurricane Sandy Relief: 

Please continue to pray for our neighbors in the North East and the 
Caribbean, who are struggling to rebuild their lives after the devastat-
ing effects of Hurricane Sandy.  UMCOR Hurricane 2012 Re-
lief donations will provide emergency funds to victims in the Northeast-
ern US and the Caribbean, and will help pay for supplies for early re-
sponse teams going to NY, NJ and Delaware. 

2012 Advent Offerings - Global Outreach Beneficiaries: 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
December 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, December 3, will meet at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for 
our Christmas luncheon.  A collection will be taken for our Christmas family. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, December 4, will meet at 9:45 a.m. in Room 174.  
Christmas Luncheon will follow at the Hellenic Center. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, December 4, will meet at 1:30 p.m. at the Chambrel Activi-
ties Room.  Will have a Christmas Dessert party. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, December 5, will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the home 
of Elaine Howell.  Please bring a dish to share for our Christmas Brunch following the meet-
ing.  Also, we will be collecting food items for FISH. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Wednesday, December 5, will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the William & 
Mary Alumni House (note this is a date change from our regular meeting date).  This will be 
our annual Christmas Social and Ornament Exchange. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, December 10,  will meet at 11:30 a.m. in Room 309.  This 
will be our Christmas covered luncheon. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, December 11, will meet at 11:30 a.m. at the Waypoint for 
Christmas luncheon.    
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, December 18, will meet at 10:30 a.m. for a 
business meeting followed by lunch at the Williamsburg Landing Main Building.   
 

Windsor Meade Circle – The circle will not meet in December.  We are filling stockings for 
the Salvation Army as our Christmas project. 

ABUKLOI CONCERT 
Approximately 150 people attended the concert of 

patriotic and big band era music presented by The 
Tidewater Concert Band in our Fellowship Hall on No-
vember 4.  The concert was organized to raise aware-
ness of the faith-based non-profit group ABUKLOI 
(Sudanese for “We Can”) organized to build a high 
school in South Sudan.  South Sudan, which broke off 
from Sudan at the beginning of the year, has only 
three (3) high schools.  A love offering taken during 
intermission made available approximately $3,500 
which was divided between funding for the school 
and relief for victims of Hurricane Sandy. From left to right:  Dr. Robert Parsons, Dr. Ben Keyes, Mrs. Ellen Cummings, Mr. 

Warren Harper, Mrs. Stephanie Maker, and Mr. Angelo Maker holding his daughter 
Dyidhour Maker. 



 

Respite Recipes 2012 

Respite Recipes 2012, a collection of over 
100 favorites from volunteers, staff and family care-
givers, intermingled with heart-warming poems and 
quotes, is now available for $10.  As a bonus, each 
cookbook includes a piece of original artwork made 
with love by a Respite participant!  This soul-
stirring, practical gift will bring smiles to all ages 
while supporting a vital ministry in our local commu-
nity.   

Respite Recipes 2012 can be purchased from 
Lianne Koch in the church office or Carolyn Yowell.  
If supplies last, they will also be available for pur-
chase at the Alternative Giving Fair (December 2) 
and the Christmas Concert (December 9).  Only 200 
copies are available of this limited edition cookbook. 

Sylvia Allgood and Cassie Klaus work diligently on assembling the Respite 
cookbooks.  Special thanks to Tony DiToto, for his first class layout, design, 
and formatting work!  Respite Recipes 2012--truly a labor of love by 
many volunteers. 

Thank you to everyone who walked in or sup-
ported the Williamsburg Walk to End Alzheimer's 
event on October 27. The event raised more than 
$65,000 to support the Alzheimer's Association and 
its mission.  The Respite Center at WUMC team -           
with 21 registered members - was one of the larg-
est teams and the 6th highest fund-raising team in 
Williamsburg.  

Walk to End  

Alzheimer’s ...  

A Great Success!! 

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION will take place Satur-
day, December 8, 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The program will feature Christmas mu-
sic by the William and Mary Brass Quintet.  Spouses and friends are invited to share in 
the event.  The cost of the breakfast is $7.00.  For reservations, contact Charley 
Skillman (258-4930) or Bob Spencer (741-2091) ASAP.  

LOOKING AHEAD:  The United Methodist Men will meet Saturday, Janu-
ary 5, 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  It will feature a presentation by Mr. Bob 
Graves, the CEO of the Williamsburg Regional Medical Center.  The cost of the 
breakfast is $7.00.  All men of the church are invited.  Please bring a guest with 
you.   



 

renEW Youth Ministry:  December 2012 
 

By Rev. Todd Query  
 

Does it seem to anyone else that time is actually speeding up?  Like 2012 has passed like the proverbial 
“flash” in the pan?  It’s difficult for me to believe that Advent is already upon us and that soon, we will gather 
once again around the manger to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.  Between now and then, may we all 
seize the opportunity to slow down long enough to wonder at the majesty of the season and prepare our 
hearts to receive Christ anew. 

Here are a few things that we’re working on for December in the land of reNEW Youth Ministry: 

Sunday, December 2:  Alternative Giving Fair 
and Grand Illumination Parking 

 

During the Alternative 
Giving Fair, be sure to 
visit the Youth Ministry 

Table and explore our new 
offerings!  Sample our new 

African Coffee, a powder-ground Kenyan coffee, 
so rich-and-smooth, you won’t believe it’s “instant.”  
If coffee isn’t your “thing,” browse our selection of 
pashmina scarves; they make great gifts!  As 
usual, all proceeds go to Youth Missions.  (Youth 
are needed to work at the AGF Table, contact Todd 
or Ronda to volunteer.) 

Avoid the parking congestion at Grand 
Illumination by parking at WUMC and walking 
to CW to enjoy the festivities!  
We’ll be opening the parking 
lot at 3:00 p.m., and receiving 
donations to help fund 2013 
Mission Trips.  If the weather is 
nice, parking will fill up early; 
be sure to plan accordingly! 

December 9:   
Gingerbread Cookie 

Baking Returns! 
 

Roll, cut, bake and decorate 
homemade gingerbread cookies 
that will be delivered as gifts of 

appreciation to the staffs of local nursing homes 
and public safety departments.   

 

December 16:  Youth Christmas Party 
 

We’re working on something special, so 
stay tuned to all the usual Youth Ministry 
Information Outlets for more details. 

 

December 23 and 30:   
NO Sunday Evening Snack  

Supper or Youth Group 

Sunday School still meets as 
usual at 9:30 a.m. 

Coming Soon!  January is right around the corner, which means NFL playoffs and the Super Bowl can’t 
be far behind!  And when thoughts turn to the Super Bowl, you’ll be sure to find reNEW YM’s Super Bowl 
Chili Sale!  Pre-orders are the best way to guarantee that you get what you want; three weeks of Pre-
orders begin on January 13.  Just look for our table in the Atrium.  Chili orders will be ready for pickup on 
Super Bowl Sunday, February 3. 

Here’s how you can find out more about these events—and keep up with other reNEW YM happenings: 

Subscribe to the (FREE) semi-monthly reNEWsletter by visiting http://eepurl.com/bK951 

Join the reNEW Text Message System by texting “RENEW” to 68398. (FREE service; standard text-
message rates may apply.) 

Join the reNEW YM Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth. 

Watch weekly bulletins and the new E-Note. 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

http://eepurl.com/bK951
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth


 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Third Annual Sweetheart Banquet 
An Elegant Catered Affair  

 

Presented by 
Early Childhood Music School Board and Faculty  

 

Back by Popular Demand: 
DOG Street Rhythm Kings & 

ECMS Singing Servers! 
 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 8, 2013 
Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Cost:  $30 per person 
Childcare available for $5 per child (includes pizza) 

 

Proceeds benefit Jessie Elizabeth Scholarship Fund and Elliot’s Song for Project Outreach 

 
Reservations:  Donna Herman, (757) 291-9082 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 
 

 

 

 

Born November 15, 2012 to  

Fred and Miranda Greear. 

 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Elizabeth Moseley Greear 
And  

Charles Bonham Greear 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Appreciation from the City of Williamsburg 



 

Appreciation from the A.A. Groups 



 

CareNotes 
Have you lost a loved one or a 

special friend around Christmas? 
We have a selection of  

CareNotes that may help you 
through the holidays.  Other  

CareNotes are available 
that deal with several life 

 situations.  Check it out.  Located 
Across From the connection 

Corner at the back parking lot. 
 

Take One — Take Heart 

Give One — Give Hope 

    Be An Angel & Help Others 
 

Bring warmth and happi-
ness to children this Christ-
mas season!  Do not forget 
the Hat, Glove, and Sock 
Christmas Tree located 
near the front of-
fice.  Beginning Sunday, 
December 2, bring in a 
warm hat or a new pair 
of socks, gloves, or 
mittens, and help a 
child experience the 
full meaning of 
Christmas!  This is a 
great family activ-
ity!  All donations 
will be given to 
the Salvation 
Army.   

First Night 

Williamsburg 

2013 
 

December 31, 2012 
 

20 Years of Memories & Entertainment 

WUMC will once again be a host site for First 
Night. Sharing our beautiful sanctuary is an impor-
tant way to reach out to the community. Would you 
like to volunteer at our church? We need a site 
manager and several people rotating in shifts as 
greeters. Please contact FN Volunteer Chair, Mary 
Carneal, at 218-8086.  In appreciation for your 
time, First Night offers a free admission button to 
other acts when you are finished with your shift. 
New Year's Eve is a time for celebration, let's enjoy 
and participate! 

www.firstnightwilliamsburg.org 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
 

Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 
meet on Wednesday, December 12 at noon at the 
home of Jewell and Eloy Villa,  4025 Frances Berk-
ley in the Greensprings Plantation neighbor-
hood.  Please bring $1.00 for chicken, a dish to 
share with the group, and a food item for our family 
Christmas basket.    

Please also remember 
to bring an inexpensive 
wrapped gift for our Christ-
mas gift exchange.   

Call Loretta and Art 
Heezen for questions, 575-
2518, and we look forward 
to seeing you on December 
12!   

http://www.firstnightwilliamsburg.org/


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 

away during the month of 
November: 

Herb Watson, George Watson’s father 

Cliff Bloom, Chuck Bloom’s father 

Hubbard  Winston White, Jr., Beth Casey’s brother 

Holiday Flowers given in 
honor or memory of loved ones 
are a Christmas tradition at this 
church.  This year’s poinsettias 
cost $20 each, or you may 
make a gift of that amount to the Holiday Flower 
Fund.  Make your check payable to the church.  

  

Deadline -  December 10.   
 

Please place this ___  Poinsettia or ___  Gift 
 

 

In memory of:____________________ ______ 

(Print) 
 

 

In honor of:____ ________________________ 

(Print) 
 

 

Given by:__ ______________________________ 

(Print) 

Friends of Latvia Gathering 
By Charlie Clark 

On November 2 and 3, I was in Alcoa, TN for the meeting.  Gita Mednis was there 
and sends her love and best wishes to all the members of our congregation.  Gita 
wanted to visit us, unfortunately had family matters to occupy her time.  Her daugh-
ter was in an automobile accident and her son’s house in New Jersey was flooded by 
Hurricane Sandy.  Please keep Gita, her family and her mission work in your prayers. 
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According to Garrison Keillor “a book is a gift you can open again and again,” and when that book finds 
its home in our church library, many are blessed as a result.  That will certainly be true of the gift books we 
have recently received just as it was of the lives of service and love which prompted these gifts.  Our thanks 
to the Susanna Wesley Circle, Holley Walling, Denise Hinders and Tom and Judi French for the following 
books given in memory of Nancy Brown:  Every Day Is A Good Day, This Will Be Remembered Of Her, 
Outcasts United, and Only One You.  All these books are UMW Reading Program books with the excep-
tion of Only One You, an exquisite, colorful children’s book with an inspiring message for parents and chil-
dren of all ages.  Thanks, as well, to Denise for her gift of The Power Of Half in memory of Tom Stanley 
and the Susanna Wesley Circle for Plain Wisdom given in memory of Kathryn Buxton.  Both of these books 
are also UMW Reading Program selections 

Our cups runneth over as this generous spirit of giving extends to our children’s collection, too.  Our 
thanks to the Cantrell family for their gift of Goodnight Angels, a bedtime story in which a little boy says 
goodnight to the things and people in his world, closing with a thankful prayer to God; and to Joyce 
Hedgepeth for a unique flip-book which beautifully expresses the dual idea, “a child is a gift to the world, and 
the world is a gift to a child,” given in honor of her great grandson, Ian Wooddell.  

Stop in the library soon and be blessed and inspired by all our library has to offer.  Featured this month 
are many seasonal selections for both adults and children to help prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ 
at Christmas. 

“Do give books — religious or otherwise — for Christmas. 
They’re never fattening, seldom sinful and permanently personal.” — Lenore Hershey 
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